
 

Sunday,  May 8th 

The third meeting began on Sunday with a wonderful dinner in Shamper’s restaurant, 

near the museum of the city of Cakovec. The dinner was a great way to met and in-

teract with the teachers from the 9 participating schools. 

Monday, May 9th: 

Everybody met in the hotel and then we took the bus to Strahoninec School. 

When we arrived we had a warm welcome from the headmistress, Jelena Okun and we 

also met the Portuguese, Latvian and the Croatian pupils who were hosting their Euro-

pean friends. 

At the front of the school, the European flag and the etwinning flag were raised. 

Then we went inside the school and saw the wonderful decorations all around the 

building. There was a beautiful piece of art displaying the European flag, flags of each 

country, maps, Erasmus+ logo, the logo of our project and of course the fl@me, where 

everybody can see the work made in the school of Strahoninec. 

Jelena Okun greeted us in the dinning room, with coffee and cakes and each country 

shook hands with her and gave her a present from their country. Then each country 

presented their poster, PowerPoint, or presentation completed with their own pupils 

about numbers and ecology. 

  

As the 9th of May is the day of the European union, each teacher and pupil got a bal-

loon to blow up. Everyone had to write words of their choice symbolizing the European 

people e.g. tolerance, friendship, freedom etc. Then we went outside for the picture 

taken by Davor Žerjav, the ‘official photographer’. It was a very cheerful European 

experience. After that, we attached our balloon to the balcony because it wouldn’t be 

environmentally-friendly to let them fly! During the afternoon, we had the first of 

numerous training sessions with Tea Horvatic. 

 

Back at the hotel, the coordinators had a meeting together. We discussed different 

subjects and decided: 

- The 4th meeting will take place in Latvia from the 6th to the 12th of November 

2016.   

- Mobility tools: some countries can use it (Italy, Portugal, France) and the others will 

have it soon. It must be filled properly by each coordinator. 

- Each country will have to write an ‘intermediate report’ for its national agency. Make 

sure you are checking your emails because the ECAS will send you the deadline. 

- Keep in mind that you must spend 70% of the 40% received before the intermediate 

report on February (otherwise, you will have to do an another report). 

- Each coordinator must check his/her email often. 

- Surveys must be sent quickly to “n@e”, don’t forget! 
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- Surveys must be sent quickly to “n@e”, don’t forget! 

- Each country will send a short “article” to Tamara, who is our Host. She will use it in 

her school. It can be about anything you’ve learned, seen, lived during this meeting in 

Croatia. 

- Dissemination: send everything is published to n@e (or post it in the blog!) 

- Europass mobility: don’t forget to fill it and it must be signed by your sending 

school as well as your hosting school. 

  

Later on, we went for a sightseeing walk in Čakovec with Janko (History Teacher) 

who gave us as insight into the history of this beautiful city and its famous king. We 

also visited the museum of Čakovec and discovered the history of the city and its 

traditional art. 

Then we went to the “Scheiber Building Čakovec” where we met the deputy of educa-

tion, the mayor of Čakovec, the mayor of Strahoninec and parents’ representatives 

of Strahoninec school. Pupils of Strahoninec provided us with an evening of enter-

tainment, including dance and song. Then we finished the day with a great European 

dinner in the beautiful hall of the building. Each country brought traditional food 

from their homeland.  

Tuesday, May 10th: 

The bus drove us to Starhoninec at 9.00 am for a workshop with the ambassador of 

etwinning, Tomaslav Pavlović. We learned how to subscribe, use, post works, pictures, 

sounds and the aim of sharing a etwinning project with another school (even in the 

same country!) 

After having lunch in the dinning room, we took the bus to go to the Regional Park, 

Mura-Drava. It was unfortunately raining but our guide was a great teacher and we 

learned many things about the biodiversity of this regional park and the absolute 

necessity to protect our environment. Afterwards, we went out for a short walk to 

discover the Mura river and its biodiversity. For dinner, we went to a typical Croatian 

restaurant to experience the local cuisine. 

Wednesday, May 11th: 

We went for a short walk to the Medimurje county. The deputy of education wel-

comed us and offered us an explanation about education in his county and the man-

agement of funding.  He also answered teachers’ and pupils’ questions. After this 

friendly meeting, we went to Strahoninec school for a workshops with Tea about 

webtools. After having lunch at school, we went back for the workshops, finishing 

with an interactive book. Then we had a presentation of a traditional handicraft of 

Strahoninec : making baskets, hats, bags, even dresses with dry corn leaves. The 

president of the villagers’ association explained the history of this traditional prac-

tice and how the pieces of art were created. Three ladies did a demonstration and 

some of us had an opportunity to try ourselves. A first it seemed easy, but it was not! 

Our hosts presented each partner country with a lovely corn basket to recall the tra-

ditional handicraft and give a souvenir to our school. 



 

Thursday, May 12th: 

We went for the day to Plitvice Lakes, a famous national park in the centre of Croa-

tia. We went by bus and had a walk through this wonderful place: waterfall, rivers, 

woods, birds and vegetation: everything is well conserved. We had an early (and deli-

cious) dinner in Mirjana-rastocks. Then we travelled back to the hotel after a lovely 

day, full of wonders! 

Friday, May 13th: 

We started the day with a workshops: we practiced what Tea taught us during this 

week. 

Before lunch, Jelena Okun, the headmistress, came to thank us for this week and to 

say goodbye to all the partners. After lunch, we had “quiz time”, using an application 

(kahoot). Teachers and students were mixed to test their knowledge about ecology, 

Croatian parks and city, thought during this meeting. After, we exchanged our animals 

and plants template produced in each school. This meant that everyone could go back 

to school with a filled document about protect endangered species. 

At the hotel, coordinators had a short meeting: 

- Each coordinator will have to send to his national agency a middle term report and 

send it to n@e too. Each country has its own deadline, so everyone must check his 

emails, because everything will be send by the national agency. 

- Changes motilities: there were 14 pupils in Portugal, 16 pupils in Croatia. Next time, 

people can send more pupils BUT before you must know if the host has enough fami-

lies for them. If you must travel with more pupils or more teachers, you must first 

ask the coordinator of the hosting country. 

- In Latvia, the 1st workshop will take place with teachers and pupils together. 

Later on, we went for the last dinner in Strahoninec. Parents, teachers, students and 

inhabitants were invited to the community centre. The mayor shook hands with us and 

gave us our certificate of attendance and souvenirs from this lovely city. We also had 

a wonderful show with traditional dancers and singers. It was a very pleasant time. 

Saturday, May 14th: 

After a last breakfast, all countries’ participants went back home. 

At the hotel, we had a coordinators meeting: 

meeting in Latvia: We discussed the best way to go to Riga. Everyone will tell Laura 

when their team will arrive, she will reserve a bus to go to her school (3hours). 

There may be a bus from Poland. An airport will open in Liepaja, you can check if 

there is new flights from your country. 

We talked about tasks in Latvia. Laura will send us everything by email. 

In the evening, we went to a wine producer called Lovrec. We visited the cellar and 

discovered how the wine is made. At the end of the visit, we went to taste the dif-

ferent wines of their vineyard. 
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Friday, May 6th 

Portuguese pupils: - On friday night at about 11pm we met at the school Escola Bási-

ca General Serpa Pinto in Cinfães to say goodbye to our family and go to the Lisbon 

airport.  
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PUPILS REPORT – MAY 2016 

This is the pupils report from Portugal and Latvia and their experi-

ence at the meeting in Croatia 

Saturday,  May 7th 

Portuguese pupils: - At 5:10am we were on the plane for the next 2 hours to travel 

to Paris. 

Travelling by plane was a beautiful and unforgettable experience. On the plane they 

offered us croissant, coffee and juice to drink. 

The hours passed quickly on the plane until it started landing and that was so funny 

because it's a very good feeling. 

When we landed at the Paris airport we phoned our mothers who were very con-

cerned, then we went for a walk around the airport because there was still much 

time to be able to get to the next plane. 

We walked around to find a comfortable place where we ended up falling asleep be-

cause we were awaken for a long time. 

When we woke up we played cards with some of the teachers. When we began to feel 

hungry we ate at the McDonald's. 

We checked in, to travel to Zagreb. Croatia was getting closer. 

After the check-in we sat waiting and the time passed slower because we were anx-

ious to get to Croatia. 

Flying over Croatia we were able to see that the landscape was very beautiful, we 

saw snow in the Alps and then beautiful green fields. 

When we arrived we went to collect the bags. Teacher Tamara was already waiting 

for us. The bus ride lasted 2 hours, until finally we arrived... The families were wait-

ing for us and each student went to our Croatian friend's house who had been in our 

house and the teachers stayed in the hotel.  

 

Latvian pupils: - Our trip to Croatia started at 6 am. We all met in front of our 

school (Kaletu primary school), where our bus arrived. Trip was very long. Till evening 

we had to go to our hotel on the border with Slovakia. We had about 1000 km to 



drive. But it wasn’t that boring as it could seem at first. During the way our bus 

broke down. Good that it happened near the city where Teacher Laura’s friend lives. 

She called and we got a part what we needed. Our bus drivers were able to fix the 

bus very fast and after couple of hours we continued the trip.  

At mid night we arrived in our hotel. It was very long day. Bus trip was hard, but it 

was possible to see many beautiful cities and places in Lithuania and Poland. The most 

amazing was Warsaw. It surprised us with impressive skyscrapers and old town what 

we were able to see even just passing by.  
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Sunday,  May 8th 

Portuguese pupils: - It was an intense day... Everything was new, we wanted to see 

everything, but we were also tired. The parents of our friends had prepared many 

things to visit. Each student got all day with the host family. 

 

Latvian pupils: - Our day of traveling started with breakfast and short walk down 

the hill in early morning. Only after couple of minutes drive we crossed border with 

Slovakia. The road here got even more interesting, mountains and castles on top of 

them. We even didn’t feel how the time was passing. We saw another capital city - 

Bratislava. Again even if we were just passing by it looked very impresive and we 

were able to see a lot.  

Soon after that we crosed another border and already were in Hungary. This was 

about the time when we already were used to crose borders, and in almost every 

stopping place asked teachers what curency they are using here.  

Around 2 pm we had lunch - we were hoping to have Hungarian gulash soup, but in the 

restaurant where we stopped they didn’t have it so we took pizza. It tasts the same 

everywhere.  

Not long after lunch we crosed another border and were in Slovenia. We had only 

about 20 min left till the end of our trip.  

When we arrived in Čakovec, our hosts, their families and Teachers Tamara and Pau-

lo already were waiting us. We all were shy at first, but after first evening with our 

hosts we already made good friends. 

In total our trip was 1700 km long and we were driving almost 22 h.  



Monday, May 9th: 

We got up at 8:00am, we took breakfast and went to school. By 9:15am teachers ar-

rived and started the day with the hoisting of the European flag and Strahoninec 

school. We celebrated Europe Day. We took a group photo and went to a room where 

Mrs. Jelena Okun, school principal, thanked our presence and wished that all activi-

ties elapse well. She said she was delighted to receive so many students from 

schools in Portugal and Latvia. We walk around the school and saw the placard of the 

project where the tiles were that we had made in our school. We entered a room and 

teachers from each school presented the work done by his students about the 

"Numbers in Nature", all talked about plants, animals, endangered animals and facts 

related to environmental protection in their region. 

At 12:30 pm we had lunch... 

After lunch we do more activities. Filled balloons and write them sympathetic words 

and related to eTwinning. We all went to the garden to take a joint photograph show-

ing our balloons and then released the balloons to the air but'll pick them again and 

were then hang them on the balcony inside the school. It was very funny. We went 

into a room and this time we were just us, teachers Tamara, Paulo and Laura. Teach-

er Tamara proposed that we begin our activities with a presentation activity in which 

we design things related to us and our friend through these drawings presented us. 

We’ve met our new Latvians friends and more Croatian friends and we talked to know 

better each other. 

After that we made a very interesting activity. We received chalk sticks and went to 

school yard make colorful designs about this meeting (countries, etwinning, Eras-

mus+, Numeracy@English, etc). They were very beautiful and we took lots of pic-

tures. In the end we went home. 

After that we visit the Zrinski castle and its museum in Čakovec at the end took the 

opportunity to wander through the city streets. 

At the room for the international dinner we watch a dance and singing show and some 

speeches from the Headmistress of the school Strahoninec, teacher Tamara, teach-

er Paulo and Čakovec authorities and went to the room where they were food and 

drink of each country to share with all friends. 
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Tuesday, May 10th 

At 9:15am we started our activities. As we entered the classroom, we sing “Happy 

birthday” to the teacher Tamara. Teachers showed some videos related to environ-

mental protection. We made posters on environmental protection and how to save 

water and other natural resources. 

In the afternoon we went to see a presentation of the natural beauties of the Mura-

Drava Regional Park. We have learned many important things, such as if we protect 

the swallows have less mosquitoes in our homes, etc. We went by bus and went to see 

the river Mura and all the natural beauty that surrounds it. 

In the evening the students had a dance party where they had a great time. 



Wednesday,  May 11th 

In the morning we visited the County of Medjmurje and after the explanation of how 

to live in Čakovec, it was our turn to ask a few things related to the environment and 

how they are managing environmental problems in the city of Čakovec. 

We went to a factory where they make the traditional "Licitar” hearths -  painted 

and decorated cookies. We learn how to do them, how to paint and decorate our 

"Licitar” hearths. 

After lunch we finished our posters with messages about the environment. 

Then we had the artisan workshop of "husk bags" made with  corn leaves (husk), that 

watered and plait to create a string that served to type basketry and build beautiful 

baskets and other decorations. The ladies were very friendly, taught us to do the 

line and build the baskets. 
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Thursday,  May 12th 

We went by school bus toward a national natural park well known - Plitvice Lakes. 

When we arrived we could see several waterfalls and beautiful landscapes, where we 

took plenty of photos. We took a walk along the tracks and went on a boat with elec-

tric motor in order to make neither noise nor pollution and we went also by a convoy 

truck. Unfortunately it was raining almost all day. They warned that in that park 

there were bears, but we have not seen any ... fortunately, eheheheh... 

Friday,  May 13th 

In the morning we made the presentation to all workshop teachers of "Licitar 

hearts", environmental messages and messages of the 3R's - Recycle, Reduce and 

Reuse. 

After lunch we did the evaluation of the whole week in the form of a application 

game that was called Kahoot. 

We went home to start packing and prepare our things for the homecoming. The end 

was near … 

In the evening we went to the farewell dinner with lots of fun and joy, but with a big 

ache because the day after we were leaving already. 

We attended a folklore show of songs sung by the school choir and at the end of the 

delivery of certificates. 

At the end of dinner we returned to the homes of host families. 



Saturday,  May 14th 

Portuguese pupils: - In the morning we gathered in the hotel's park to say goodbye 

the host families... 

There was a lot of crying, a lot of sadness and a lot of nostalgia. 

The Latvian went home by bus, and they will have a long journey to their place. 

We proceeded to the Zagreb airport by bus. 

At the airport we ship the bags and checked in and bought some gifts. 

The flight was safe and secure. 

When we arrived in Paris, we had some time waiting for the next flight ... When we 

returned to Lisbon we have a very interesting trip. 

We came to Portugal and went by minibus from the airport of Lisbon to Escola Básica 

General Serpa Pinto in Cinfães... 

When we arrived it was already 3:00 am, there were our parents waiting for us, and 

then each went to his house. 

It was an incredible and fantastic experience !! We all loved. 

 

Latvian pupils: - We started our trip around 8 am. Everyone was sad to leave. During 

this week all got new friends, experienced new things and now when this project 

week in Croatia was over, we wished that we would have one more week here. 

We put all our bags in bus. Last pictures with our hosts and Teachers, and we were 

ready to leave. 

First day of our trip back started with visiting Budapest (capital city of Hungary). 

Very beautiful city and doesn’t matter that we spent only few hours there, we were 

lucky enough to catch the only time without rain and even saw how palace guards ex-

change their shift. 

After very intense sightseeing in Budapest we felt hungry, and somewhere near the 

border with Slovakia we found a nice restaurant and stopped for lunch. Finally we 

were able to try Hungarain gulash soup. We all came to conclusion that it is similar 

with soups in our country. Some of us felt very hungry, so they ordered second meal 

after soup and great was our surprise and loud was our laughing when we saw the size 

of the second dish what the waitress brought for some of our boys. It was possible 

to feed at least 3 persons with one meal.  

After lunch our bus drivers made a surprise for us and we took different road 

through Slovakia - old road up in mountains. Very beautiful road, but no so pleasant 

for Teacher Laura who got sick all the time. 
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Sunday,  May 15th 

Latvian pupils: - Last day of our trip. We started early, because we had 1000 km till 

home. Almost everyone have had only few hour of sleping, so bus trip was very quiet. 

Everyone was so sleepy that we even skiped lunch, and crossed all Poland without 

break. 

When we drive in Lithuania we realized that tomorrow is Monday and we will have to 

be in school. We used last few hours of our trip learning history about Roman empire 

with Teacher Laura, and preparing for test in other subjects. 

We arrived at mid night and our families were waiting for us already in front of 

school. It was a great trip - we were in 7 countries, spent week in another family, 

learned so much, made friends with pupils from other countries and became very 

good friends and strong team. 

We had reservation in the same hotel where we stayed before and when we were 

close to the border with Poland all teachers, drivers and Paulina decide to make a 

joke for others who were sleeping, not paying attention to the road and all the time 

asking how far it is till hotel. They decide to say different numbers when ever they 

will ask, and in the end when we already were at the hotel everyone else thought that 

we still need to drive 100 km. Our hotel was up in the hill and it was hard to drive up 

there with bus, so drivers asked us to go by foot up the hill. Our sleepy students still 

didn’t understand that we are at the hotel, they thought that we just stopped for 

short walk while drivers will get fuel. It was a surprise for them when we climbed 

that hill and were in front of our hotel. 

It was last nigh of the trip, so of cours no sleeping was planned. It also was Euro-

vision night, so we all came to one room and together with Teacher Laura played card 

games, told jokes and watched Eurovision. That was the time when we had an idea 

for revange to our teachers and bus drivers.. they all wer sleeping and din’t know 

about Eurovision, so we decided to tell them that Latvia won it. It worked! They be-

lived, Teacher Vineta even called to home and told her family that Latvia won in Eu-

rovision. They got to know the truth only after some hour, when Teacher Vineta got 

a call back from her family. Thats when they learned the truth! It was great revange 

for cheating us with the distance till hotel.  


