
PART 1  
 

Sunday 28 th February 2016 

„Welcome” dinner on 28th February in Porto Antigo. During that meeting the schedule 

prepared by the hosting country (the main coordinator Paulo Vasconcelos) for the whole 

stay was discussed.  

 

Monday 29th February 2016 

Our first day in Cinfães started with a gathering of participating teachers and their 

‘Numerinas’ to watch the ‘eTwinning Flag’ being hoisted as a marking of our arrival in our 

host school of ’Agrupamento de Escolas General Serpa Pinto’.  Our Portuguese coordina-

tor, Paulo Vasconcelos, and Principal of the school, Manuel Pereira, gave a warming wel-

come to all the participating countries.  We were then given a brief tour of the school, 

allowing us to see a number of different classes being taught.  Our tour extended into a 

‘Special Needs’ class, where, not only did we get to see the children learning, but we also 

got an insight into the research and preparation of the resources used to aid the learning 

of children with special educational needs. We were shown the extensive library and com-

puter suite, which was explained, aided the learning of the pupils within ’Agrupamento de 

Escolas General Serpa Pinto’. 

Carla took our first ‘Financial Education’ session, which covered the background of how 

’Agrupamento de Escolas General Serpa Pinto’ first began to approach the topic of 

‘Financial Education’ back in 2010, during a Comenius Project. Ten countries worked along-

side each other to share ideas on this concept.  In 2011, the Minister of Education ap-

proached ’Agrupamento de Escolas General Serpa Pinto’ to discuss their opinions on 

‘Financial Education’.  It is recognised that ‘Financial Education is taught from Kindergar-

ten through to adult education.  

At 2.30pm, we walked through the beautiful village of Cinfães, enjoying the culture and 

scenery along the way, to the Municipality.  The President of Municipality gave a welcom-

ing speech to the participating schools, accompanied by the Secretaries of the Municipal-

ity.  The President talked enthusiastically about Cinfães’ romantic and beautiful land-

scapes, which we had an earlier taste of when walking through the town.  He commented 

that it was a town of tradition, food and the best wine in the world.  He addressed the 

importance of languages within education and the impact that it had on tourism within 

the region, and noted that English was taught from Kindergarten to adulthood. We then 

presented gifts to the President, which represented each participating school’s country. 
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Tuesday 1st March 2016 

The second ’Financial Education’ meeting was interesting and insightful.  Some of the key 

information that came across within the session was “Money is 80% behaviour, and 20% 

of what you know.” and the need to ensure children understand that they are responsible 

for their future.  Carla showed a number of different activities of how ’Agrupamento de 

Escolas General Serpa Pinto’ had approached ‘Financial Education, through video and pic-

tures of the children learning.  She also shared a number of different ‘Financial Educa-

tion’ activities, resources and websites that she and her colleagues had found useful, 

which she agreed to send to the participating schools.  The teachers from the participat-

ing schools were then given the opportunity to talk about their experiences of ‘Financial 

Education’ within their school.  It was interesting to see how different countries ap-

proached this topic, but also encouraging to see that everyone agrees on it’s importance! 

After lunch, at 2.30pm, our schedule changed from the original plan of having our 3rd 

’Financial Education’ meeting to taking a short bus journey to the Environmental Centre 

at ‘Caminho de Vila’, to learn more about the surrounding area.  We then travelled anoth-

er short distance to a beautiful ‘New Build’ Primary School called ’Centro Escolar de 

Oliveira do Douro’, which we were given a tour of.   



Tuesday 1st March 2016 

 

Once back at the hotel, the first ‘Reporter’s’ meeting took place between the teachers 

from Ligoniel Primary School, Belfast and ‘Szkoła Podstawowa nr 2 im. “Polskich 

Olimpijczyków, Brodnica”/Poland, to discuss the completion of the report.  It was agreed 

that the teachers from Ligoniel Primary, Belfast would complete the report for Monday, 

Tuesday and Wednesday and the Polish teachers would complete the report for Thurs-

day and Friday. 

Back at school that evening, we attended the second ‘Coordinator’ meeting, where the 

following was completed: 

- The surveys, which were previously discussed in the first ‘Coordinator’ meeting, were 

handed out to the participating coordinating teachers to edit or suggest changes if nec-

essary.  The Surveys to be completed after the trip were confirmed as the following: 

 Students travelling 

 Host Family 

 Travelling pupil’s family 

 Host Students 

 Teachers  

Tamara agreed to finalise the surveys and email these to teachers once complete. 

- An Evaluation form for the activities that were provided during the project in Portugal 

were discussed and it was agreed that they would be set out with a scoring system from 

1 –5.  It was also agreed that the Evaluation form could be used as a generic template 

for other host countries. 

- Tamara showcased the ‘Blog’ and a number of activities that have already been upload-

ed by the participating schools.  We were made aware that any correspondence or pho-

tos should be sent through the ‘numeracy.erasmus@gmail.com’ email address, which will 

then be uploaded onto the Blog. 
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Wednesday 2nd March 2016 

 

During the morning, the Presentations of each country’s ‘History of Currency’ were pre-

sented to the participating countries, some staff of our host school and the French Con-

sul.  

- Croatia– Created a video to highlight the history of the currency of Croatia. 

- Canary Islands– The children presented a wonderful PowerPoint presentation on the 

history of their old currency the Peseta and the transition to the Euro. 

- France– Created a video showing the history of their French currency. 

- Northern Ireland (St. Vincent de Paul)- Delivered a PowerPoint created by two Year 7 

pupils on the history of British currency, how it was used to trade in the past and what 

currency looks like today. 

- Northern Ireland (Ligoniel Primary)- Presented a ‘Prezi’ created by two Year 6 pupils on 

the research process of ‘The History of British Currency’ and the information about the 

types of currency, how it was used in the past and how it is used today. 

- Poland– Presented a fabulous video of their very talented children singing along to Jes-

sie J’s ‘Price Tag’ and ABBA’s ‘Money Money ‘ 

- Latvia– Presented an interesting PowerPoint on their countries currency, past and pre-

sent. 



Wednesday 2nd March 2016 

 
After lunch, we were split into two groups.  Group A took part in the fourth ‘Financial 

Education’ session and Group B attended a Teacher’s Handicraft session, making Tiles. 

In Group A’s ‘Financial Education session’, examples of practical work was shown and ex-

plained.  Carla had agreed to send a link to the participating teachers, showcasing the 

work that had been created from a previous Comenius project.  An activity showing 

‘Connected Learning’ was displayed, highlighting the importance of children understanding 

what is a ‘want’ or a ‘need’.  A video was shown of children being able to recognise the 

costing of items, through play within a ‘Shopping corner’ in the classroom.  Carla ex-

plained that children were encouraged to save from an early age, and made ‘Piggy Banks’ 

out of recyclable materials to help link with their understanding of environmental con-

cerns. It was also apparent of how important Parental input is when teaching the topic of 

‘Financial Education’, with Carla explaining that Parents are invited into the school to dis-

cuss this topic further and receive ideas on how to support their children’s learning at 

home.  Preparation for the children’s future was also mentioned, with children being given 

the opportunity to think about what they would like to work as when they go up.  

’Agrupamento de Escolas General Serpa Pinto’ promotes a very positive message within 

their children to aspire to a goal.  Email addresses of the participating teachers were 

exchanged, so that ideas, activities or resources could be easily shared with one another. 

Back at the hotel, at 6pm, the third ‘Coordinator’ meeting was held, with the following 

being discussed: 

- Costing was agreed to be €100 per person (€85 per person for those travelling back on 

Friday afternoon) and €35 per child travelling. 

- A workshop on ‘eTwinning’ was agreed to be set up within the next project in Croatia. 

- The travelling arrangements for the trip to Croatia was briefly discussed, with the im-

portance of booking flights early to avoid flight prices increasing. 

- It was agreed that the Portuguese Coordinator, Paulo, would print off the final amount 

of ‘Eurasmus Currency’ for the ‘Erasmuspoly’ game, and also a final draft of the ‘Move 

Your Mind’ booklet for each school.  We agreed that it would be a good idea to share the 

activities created so far on the Erasmus+ Blog. 

- It was stressed that it is important to commit to the 7 day program (5 days for the 

project and 2 days allocated to travelling), ensuring that flights are booked in accord-

ance with the time commitments. 

- Tamara informed the coordinators of an annual ‘Wine Festival’ that will be taking place 

in Croatia on the last weekend of our trip, should anyone want to stay on to experience 

the festivities. 

- Paulo made a good point to ensure that hosting countries should ensure they have mo-

bile phone numbers of those teachers travelling, to ensure that communication can re-

main open, especially during times of travelling. 

- Each participating school will write a short paragraph about their time in Portugal, along 

with a photograph that summed up their time in Cinfães.  This will be included in Paulo’s 

school’s Magazine.  This is to be completed before the end of March and sent via mail to 

numeracy.erasmus@gmail.com. 

- Looking ahead to the trip to Latvia, we discussed possible dates and agreed to have 

input from all schools to choose the best dates in October.  The last week of October 

was suggested to be preferable. 

- Finally, we summed up our trip to Portugal so far with any ‘Positives’ or ‘Areas for De-

velopment we may have had.  The host families were complimented by Dunia and it was 

agreed by all that Carla had provided us with interesting and informative information 

throughout the ‘Financial Education’ sessions.  It was also expressed that Paulo had done 

a wonderful job at ensuring everything ran smoothly throughout the week. 

A delicious dinner was had at restaurant ‘Solar do Montemuro’ with a few dance moves 

after to burn off any unwanted calories! 

NUMERACY@ENGLISH 

2ND MEETING REPORT  

 

 

 



Thursday, 3rd March 2016 
 

As the day before we were divided into two groups. This time group A took part in the 

Teachers’ Handicraft session- making Tiles and group B participated in the Fourth 

“Financial Education” session. 

We were explained that  Tiles, called in Portuguese “Azulejos”, are the visual symbol of 

Portuguese history and identity . They are everywhere in Portugal. They decorate 

everything from walls of churches and monasteries, to palaces, ordinary houses, park 

seats, fountains, shops, and railway stations. They often portray scenes from the history 

of the country, show its most ravishing sights, or simply serve as street signs, namepla-

tes, or house numbers.  

During the handicraft session Art teachers presented to us the process of tile making 

step by step and then everybody could make their own tile as a souvenir.  First step was 

to transfer the design to the tile very lightly using a pencil before starting to paint. It 

was the logo of the Agrupamento de Escolas General Serpa Pinto in Cinfaes. The techni-

que is called stencilling- charcoal stencil lines disappear during baking. After  outlining  

the design, we painted  the logo with a thin paintbrush using special paint- stable metallic 

oxides . When our tiles were finished they were covered with a glaze and fired in the 

special oven for several hours and next they were left for cooling down. Next day the 

tiles were given to us as  real Portuguese presents. 

Group B took part in the “Financial Education” training- the course of the meeting was 

the same as the day before. It was summing up meeting.  The participants discussed ad-

vantages  of the meetings, expressed their opinions about usefulness of the financial 

training, exchanged their own experience of finance teaching . After evaluation we were 

given a nice surprise, namely each school obtained a beautiful painting made by children 

with Special Educational Needs and their teachers. It was a really touching moment. 

 

In the afternoon there was the meeting of all participants - teachers and students . Its 

purpose was to sum up all the meetings and activities. The headmaster of Agrupamento 

de Escolas General Serpa Pinto- Manuel Antonio Pereira introduced the person responsi-

ble for all the projects at school. He thanked everybody for their participation in the 

meeting and emphasised the importance of teaching-learning activities. Students and 

teachers from Portugal, Croatia and  Spain presented the results of their work: 

- charts comparing  prices and salaries in different countries (now we know where we can 

drink the cheapest coffee and get the cheapest fuel and where we earn the most), 

- the video clip recorded during the stay in Cinfaes, the song “Price Tag” by Jessie J. was 

used, 

- handmade tile panels prepared during  Art workshops- they were given to their schools. 

Finally, the banknotes prepared for Erasmuspoly game were presented by each country. 

The meaning of the used symbols, important people was explained.  

 

Final arrangments connected with fulfilling the Europass Mobility documents were esta-

blished. Then all the participating schools completed the forms.    

 

In the evening , we were honoured to take part in the glamorous dinner with the head-

master Manuel Pereira and the coordinator Paulo Vasconcelos. All the participants recei-

ved the certificates, souvenirs and gifts. 
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Friday, 4th March 2016  
 

This day teachers and students were sightseeing the second biggest city in Portugal- Por-

to. It is located along the Douro river estuary in northern Portugal. Porto is one of the 

oldest European centres, and its historical core was proclaimed a World Heritage Site by 

UNESCO in 1996. The history teacher was  our tour guide, we got to know a lot of inter-

esting facts from the city history.  Among the architectural highlights of the city, Porto 

Cathedral (Sé do Porto) is the oldest surviving structure, together with the 

small romanesque Church of Cedofeita, the gothic Igreja de São Francisco (Church of 

Saint Francis), the remnants of the city walls, the São Bento Train Station inaugurated in 

1916, the historical station is known for its tile (azulejo) panels that depict scenes of 

the History of Portugal. It is located in the Almeida Garret Square, in the centre of the 

city. It remains in regular use as a railway station,  and the gardens of the Crystal Palace 

(Palácio de Cristal).   

We could admire lots of bridges which span the Douro River between the cities of Porto 

and Vila Nova de Gaia. The two most famous ones are Dom Luís Bridge (Portuguese: Ponte 

Dom Luís I )and Maria Pia, the amazing view of the Atlantic Ocean connected with the 

Douro River where this beautiful city is located. It was a really breath-taking impression. 

After sightseeing we had free time for shopping , having lunch or contemplating the at-

mosphere of the city. Unfortunately some of the participating schools flew back to their 

countries.  

In the evening there was a farewell dinner at the fancy restaurant named “Rabelo” in 

Cinfães where we spent a pleasant time. 
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Our mascots together 



  PART 2  

 

 SUNDAY, 28th February, 2016 

After a long journey  teachers and pupils from Croatia and Spain came to the Porto Anti-

go Hotel in Cinfaes where they met their Portuguese hosts. Teacher Paulo explained them 

all about going to host family houses and  travelling to school by buses. He gave tickets to 

host pupils. 

Later that evening, teachers Paulo, Tamara and Dunia went to all host family houses to 

check how pupils settled and if everything is ok. 

Pupils had dinners  with their  host families. 

 

MONDAY, 29th February, 2016 

All the pupils came to school by buses with their hosts, Teachers Dunia and Tamara as 

well. 

They all met  at the school library to have a briefing of how they spent the night, is 

everything ok, do they need anything. Teachers Paulo, Dunia and Tamara were all the time 

with their pupils. 

At 9:30 when other teachers came, there was a reception at the school staff room. The 

headmaster of the school greeted teachers and pupils and wished them nice time in his 

school. 

After that there was a nice event of rising eTwinning flag in front of the school. 

Teacher Paulo organised a tour around the school, so pupils could see different class-

rooms and the way Portuguese pupils work in their school. 

After lunch pupils started with video making. Their task was to make video spot with the 

song ''Price Tag''. Teachers Paulo, Dunia and Tamara helped them as well as Croatian 

teachers Dijana and Mario. 

At 15:00 all the teachers and pupils had a short walk to the Municipality, where they met 

the President of Municipality. Time passed very quickly in a pleasant conversation with 

the President. 

After Municipality, pupils continued the work on the video untill the time they need to go 

to the buses to go to their hosts' houses. So many buses at one place! 

In the evening they were back to school with their hosts to have an International Food 

Fair dinner. It was delicious! 

 

TUESDAY, 1st March, 2016 

All the pupils came to school by buses with their hosts, teachers Dunia and Tamara as 

well. 

They all met  at the school library to have a short briefing about the previous day. 

With the help of teachers Paulo, Dunia and Tamara pupils were divided into three inter-

national groups. In each group there were 2 pupils from Portugal, two from Spain and two 

from Croatia. Pupils named the groups: Bananas, Strawberries and Apples. 

Their task was to compare prices of some products in all partners countries. The final 

result should be charts with the prices. Pupils agreed on colour for each country (Croatia 

- blue, Portugal - green, Spain - red, France - yellow, Italy - pink, Northern Ireland - 

orange, Poland - purple, Latvia - brown  and created a table chart to write in all the pri-

ces. They used the information partners sent to teacher Paulo prior to the meeting. 

After lunch they continued work on Price Tag video with  help of Croatian teachers Dija-

na and Mario. 

In the afternoon there was a short trip to CENTRO DE INTERPRETAÇÃO DO VALE DO 

BESTANÇA.  It was really awesome to see beautiful nature and traditional houses.  

At 17: 30 all pupils went to their hosts' family houses. They had dinners with families.  
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WEDNESDAY, 2nd March, 2016  

All the pupils came to school by buses with their hosts, teachers Dunia and Tamara as 

well. 

They all met  at the school library to have a short briefing about the previous day. 

After that they had the activity of making tiles. Croatian, Spanish and Portuguese pupils, 

teachers Paulo, Tamara and Dunia followed the instructions of making tiles very carefully. 

Portuguese Art teachers Augusto Teotónio and Manuela Barbedo presented the process: 

Here is logo of each school on the paper. 

  each pupil and teacher gets one copy and one tile 

  cover the surface of the logo on paper with coal, back side 

   put the paper carefully on the tile  and pay attention not to move the paper 

   draw all the lines of the logo with a pencil 

   remove paper 

   draw all the lines with dark blue colour 

   fill in some surface with light blue colour. 

Pupils also drew ERASMUS+, PORTUGAL, CINFAES 28 FEB – 5 MARCH 2016 on tiles. 

After pupils finished with the tiles, Portuguese Art teachers put them into the oven to be 

baked for 16 hours on 1000°C. 

The final product was a set of 6 tiles for each school (Croatian logo, Portuguese logo and 

Spanish logo with Erasmus+ sign) as well as one tile for each pupil to take home. 

 

At 10:00 all teachers and pupils attended an event in the library, where all the partners 

presented their work prior to the meeting,  related to money (history of money, symbols 

on currency, shopping, credit cards, ATM, …) 

After lunch, pupils continued working on comparing prices task, in groups. They drew 

charts and put them on posters in order to present them to all the teachers on Thursday. 

 At 17: 30 all pupils went to their hosts' family houses. They had dinner with families. 

 

THURSDAY, 3rd March, 2016 

All the pupils came to school by buses with their hosts, teachers Dunia and Tamara as 

well. 

They all met  at the school library to have a short briefing about the previous day. 

During the morning pupils prepared themselves for the presentation of comparing prices 

activity. 

They also created bookmarks and magnets  for their friends. 

After lunch, there was an evaluation meeting in the school library. All pupils and teachers 

attended the meeting. 

Pupils presented the Price Tag video to all the teachers. In groups, pupils presented the 

comparing prices activity. They also presented the tile panel. 

Teachers were delighted with pupils work! 

 

FRIDAY, 4th March, 2016 

All the pupils came to school by buses with their hosts. They all met  at the school library 

to have a short briefing with teacher Paulo. 

All the pupils and teachers had a trip to Porto. 

After a pleasant journey by bus, they visited São Bento railway station where they could 

see awesome tile panels. 

They all had nice time sightseeing Porto. 

In the afternoon they all came back to Cinfaes to have last dinner with their hosts. 

Now we are looking forward to meeting each other in Croatia !!! 

 

SATURDAY, 5  March, 2016 

In the morning pupils had a farewell party with their families and started packing to go 

home. 
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